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SHORTEST WAT 
To Peace and Union, 6 | + 
INTRODUCTION: 


T was always my Opinion, that whoever ſhould go about to widen the 


SP, or encreaſe the Miſund between the Church ot 
and the Diflerters, were the real Enemies of both. 


* 


is an Unhappineſs that the ſaber Men on both fides are ſen- 
. "Fs, Untoppni te th 6 ce at all ; and I am of the Opi- 
nion that would either fide incline a the Breach might be eaſily leſl- 


end, tho' perhaps not quite clos d. 

And if ever a temper of Chari 
© this contentious y Nation, y periwaded, even a 
* weak as mine, might able to propoſe Methods which might bring the 
* Two Parties much nearer t 

© But while there is a breac 01 Charity, there can never be a union of 
principles; and till the railing Spirit on either ſide is ſuppraſt'd, the breach 
« widens rather than heals, and all tends to the confuſion the General Pro- 
© teſtant Intereſt both at Home and Abroad. 

. That there are Perſons on both ſides, who either from Paſſion or Preju- 

Intereſt, or other worſe Reaſons, continue to encreaſe the unhappy 
ak by rendring both fides ſuſpected, and odious to one another, is a 
© Truth too plain to be queſtion'd, and 'twould be an Impertinence I can- 
© not diſpence with, to ſpend time in the proof of it. 

, © Nor is it fo much my delign to/cxamine who they are, which in my - 

ion would be marki em on forthe Genera url, and . 8 
to be ſton'd in the Streets, If I could : 
ceaſe and diſcourage er ce, the Perſons would ſee their Errors, and 

n and the Nation. 

Tou are very much in the right of it, ſays a Gentleman, that in defence 
© © of ſome People, reſents a late unhappy Book of mine, call'd, The 
TA Gas Cat. er left your own ſhould ſtand 
* firfs in the Catalogue 

ruly I cannot deny but I am very ſorry I unt a that Book becauſe 
© the ill Management of it, hes prevented my —.— = gy of it ; and | 
- * now, becauſe I unwarily let ſome things fl. ſip, at het: the 4 5 | 
© have too much cauſe to be Offended ; and wa wie fl br 8 

* ſides, my Deſign is Condemn'd, yet I cannot but proteſt to | 
chat neither in that Book, nor in ITY PEE LS 

lige 


— 


hath. Ae a — * 1 


„in to raiſe a Feud between | 
* never ſaid, or believ'd, the Church of E 
* and deſtroy the Diflenters : 


« Souls to have the Diſſenters ruin d, is true, and at thoſe I levell'd ; 
however, an ill Marks-man I have been thought, to aim at one thing and 


N — 7 
Nor am I making an A here to move the Mercy of the Govern- 
eilig un - pred wh Caſe, that as a yous — I 
wi offend, ſo yercancy fallen into ick Diſplea- 
« ſure, I — to ee = Superior, with this Reſolution, It is 
* het Her Majeſty do with me, what ſeems good in ber Eyes. 3 
Nor ſhall the Appre of the Severity of Her Majeſties Reſent- 
© ment, cauſe me to the endeayour, of rigging, as far as writing can do 
© it, a fair Reconciliation of Parties in View : a Fray is begun, the 
_ * Standers by may part them, and bring them together; but if they will 
not ſhake Hands, tis their own Fault. 
And that I may inform the World, that us far as I have been able, this | 
© has always been my principle and King ere. pul the worſt 


Enemies I have to find out, any thing ever publiſh d by me, the 
© leaſt Shadow of a Temper differing this healing — ps 

To this end, the following Sheets have been compos d ſome Years ago 

and have now very ſmall Additions, as to Circumſtances, and were deſigu d 

. © as an Introduction to a healing Con junction deb roger. which I had form'd 
in my ts; for I doubt not, but I could eafily lay down ſuch a 

© Scheme of a Union of Proteſtants in this Manon, as to politick 

© Intereſt, as well as Religion, as no man on either fide oppoſe, with-- 
dont being a maniteſt Incendiary, a Difturber of the Publick and an 

Enemy to its eſtabliſh d Government: But while I am in the of the 

« Law, I think tis time to have done writing; and if the Spirit of Peace 
« would but poſſeſs the Minds of Men, there are better Pens and better Heads 

| than mine to make the propaſal. p 
R It is not for me to cell our Governours- they take wrong Meaſures with - 
the Diſſenters ; and the Diſſemters would be if I ſhould tell them 
| * there is Ill Blood among them; and ſome Church Men would think them- 
- F <ſelves injur'd, if I ſhould ſay they imprudently encreaſe it: But I heartily- 
* wiſh I could fay, all theſe three things were falſe: and Idle Chimera's of 
- my. own. # a 
* © Andyet I would be content to be condemm d to Newgate. all the Days of 
« my Life, if I. did not lay down ſuch undeniable Teſtimonies of the Truth 
© of thoſe Heads as ſhould convince all the unbyaſs d 12 in the Na- 
tion and after that, ſubiorn ſuch a Method of peace, Union, Love and Cha- 
* rity among all the proteſtants of this Nation, as no Man but he whoſe Rea- 
* ſon was a Slave to Intereſt, paſſion, ar ſome ill Deſign, could ſind in his 

Heart to diſlike. 5 . Log 4 

Ido not fay bat any Man of either fide, whoſe Heart was tonch d from 
- © on high, with. a Zeal for the good of Eng/anl, for the proſperity of the Prote- 
- * ſtant Intereſt, and for the Glory of the preſent Government, might add to, 
* amend, and I hope at laſt finiſh fo deſirable a Work ; but I am ly. or 
* ſwaded, I could State preliminaries of ſuch a League of Amity, ſuch a Uni- 
rene 


rr 
* * 


| 


\ 


ſame, untouch'd, unalter'd Conſtitution that it is now. : 

* But as I am not worthy to be the Author of ſo great a Work, ſo neither 
* ſhall I venture the farther Oppreſſion of my private Circumſtances, by 
* endeaveuring to reconcile parties that reſolve not to be reconcil'd, . 
© I can receive the protection Due to a Meſſenger of peace. | 


rr who, with intent to 


Wi 


Monarchy ; and that they are therefore dangerous both to the Church 


From hence the furious Authors have drawn ſuch 
the Aſſertions true, would be natural enough; That the Church ought to 
provide againſt them as a erous hatch'd under her Wing, that 
will Ioſe no Opportunity to deſtroy her ; That they ought to be ſo far from 
being admitted into the Adminiſtration, that not. to be truſted 
with the priviled ge of Freeholders, or to Vote tor thoſe that are, and the 
like. New Aſſociation, Page 1. ö! : 
But if aſter all that can be ſaid on this Subject, it will appear that the 
true Intereſt of the Diſſenters, is bound up in the proſperity of the preſent 
Eſtabliſhment ; that their depends upon the protection of the Govern- 
ment; and that they cannot be guilty of endeayouring the Subverfion of 
Monarchy, without ſtriking at the Door of their own proſperity, and bring- * 
ing themſelves into all the Confufions and Diſtreſſes they ean wiſh to 
delivered from; then the 4. muſt ceaſe of Courſe, the — — 
muſt be abſur d, becauſe the Cauſes are Untrue ; the Diſſenters mult firſt be 
arraign'd for Fools, before they can be indicted for Rebels ; and ought to 
be ſent to Bedlam and not to Newgate | 


Mankind at lcaſt, ſuch as are in their Wits, are properly ſaid not to be 
capable of doing what they cannot do rationally , what they cannot, do 
without, prejudices to their own Intereſt they cannot do; that is, they can- 
not doit without being ſorſaken of their Senſes, their common Underſtand- 
EE md poſition, I muſt premiſe, tha hen 
order to come to a of my on, I mu that w 
I ſpeak ot the Diſſenters, I mean *y neral Body of all Sarts of proto- 
ſtants, who Ye in oo from the eſtabliſh'd Church; and when I 
— of the Church of Exgland, L mean the General Body of Orthodox 
formiſts; and I take no Notice of the private Deſigns or private Tem- 
pers ot Men, who may broach their own Opinions, or declare Sentiments 
quite Differing from the Body ot their own party. | | : 
Thus, when ſome hot violent Men have. broke the Rules of all Modeſty in 
. their Anathema's on the Diſſenters, and have doom d them to a worle Fate 
than e French Hugonots, it cannot be agreeable to the Juſtice of Argument, , 
to brand the Church of Eng/and, with any * of their principles, unleſs 
they had L. them by ſome publick Act of the Church, or merited a 
Claim to the Charge by a General practice. | : | . 
And thus, tho there may be ſome people among the many ſeveral Sects of 
Diſſenters, who may pofleſs ſomething of Antimonarchical principles, and. 
3 may 


ö 


; 
[ 


Tabs 


Thirdly, This Li inds, and ſeperate So- 
cieties of Di from the Quaker to the ite Conformiſt ; the Spi- 
| left off haunting us in this Nation; every 
and there is no Reſtraint in Matters of 
the latter, to preſerve the Government in 
rches Friends ; all Perfons who have any Share in the 
gd to conform; and this is AQ of Parliament, 
ot all the People conſented to by them all, in their 
therefore is what we ought to ſubmit to with Chear- 


ject the Reaſonableneſs of ſuch a Law as makes Religi 
| Teſt of Capacity for Civil Employments, and much has 
ſaid on that Point, that the Law was made to pleaſe one Party, and on Pur- 
3 another Party, and the like. 
Ik the Diſpute were between Chriftions and Pagans, or Chriſtians and Few, 
| — . erde e. 
1 of the Government, were m principle, mor $'d Enemies 

— — of Religion, and in ſach Caſt a Religious Conformity 
would be a proper Teſt of the Party. | 

But waving theſe Arguments, we are not to conſider what, in right Rea- 

ſoning, we think ought to be a Law ; but what actually is a Law enacted 
by the Legiſlator ot the Nation, and to which, as Freeholders, we have given 
a tacit Conſent, and therefore bound our ſelves either to that Obſervation or 


Adminiſtration ors 
that is, to ſay, it is an 
Nepreſentatives, and 


U 


ould induſtriouſly cruſh and diſcou- 
the Middle might be found, that 
b A lead the whole Body of the 


ery honeſt Man wiſhes | 
one another, no 


on 
the Diſſenters would have no Reaſon to ſeek places, 
would endeavour to Ruine them ; nor they 
— 1 TN ad nor ue 
wou 4 wou d not mi 
Injury of their Difſenting Brethren — 
the Difſenters 


ous practices or 
or erect Confuſion and intolerable Anarchy. 
Inn order to this ha | 


jor w Ton 


\ ; 


my Friends the Diſſentets, tho 
iz. That they are not qualified to be truſted with the 
Nor do I go back to the years of Forty about which ſuch a Pother 
has been as if all the preſent Diſſenters had been in Arms againft their 


lains and 
on the Hills deſit d Rain, u 
order'd them to go & and. conſult of it, and w 
what Weather to ask for that would pleaſe them all, they 
| any Reyolution, it had been propoſed to the 
of this Nation, I mean the Civi 
Ecclefiaſtical Authority ſettled in their Hands, and in order 
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chat dp ſhift Sides, 


A eee 
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like a Pot choole a Ki 


wiſer than IT; __ out of which te I. 755 —— 

be conſeorts. Names K by which T1 On Three 
coriſent to de e 2 N in e * 5 

eee ee 

| 510 Ink 

by 2 wou 1 

from the 1 geg are Fare Diving, and therefore ca 


= Presbyterian 9 — 1 N. Lone with i ** 
Prob ian would never Govern- 
1 coun th ie ons Sr, iis or Api Gore 


EE Prog en or mf pion 5 


of Nations require e ſo n with this plain 
, that be naft ceaſe to be a when he began to be a 
Would then be much in what Religion, and conſe- 
Furey We ION ooh and therefore none of the Parties 

80 . 


eee a 


were agreed upon the 
And if the Crown ofthis Ki om does but remain inp Sucealfen, of 
Church of 


ble Fogy con dive ch of them : 
Rei ert . — Parſori to King Fam the Firſt may be 
ful Das ehey ſhall Reign as as the Sun and Moon endure: 
8 were the 

withone the « 


1 855 


kh A 


ment fix d in any one of theſe Parties, 
ce of the reſt, it does * r to me that any 


Single Party would be ſt enough to maintain res; for tho who 
aig no freely conſent to, woedd not willingly affiſt 1 — Government ; and 
on erk &&arisfa&tion of Parties would ok the Conſtitution. Reyo- 
1 only bes f bs Heine yo 5 cours, 8 


nory as familiar as 4 algo 
"Beard, nor Families ry'd rm vey rr cen iti S 
at de ofthe er 

t; Favourities of one apo 
next turn wheels them under the $ rage, and | 
ada de Ret dem a myo << 
Ribble, 5 
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city of their Numbers : the Men of Conſcience being, by the Seripeu 
— not to be look d for among the Wiſe or Noble, that un 
among the politicians nor the Gentry, | Jo 
But God Almigh nu $4 now, and give a Spirit of 

1 Government where he p hr to Gov ar | 
F | : I confeſs that freely, and the bee it ends 60 ine very pleas, the bed be 
| kl has not beſtow d the Spirit of Government, he has not defign'd ro entruſt 
. the power of it : and therefore I would adviſe the Diffenters in Englandnot 
| to concern themſelves about it, at leaſt while they are not ill Treated, Op- 


preſs'd or perſcouted by thoſe who have the power of Governi | 
Pinien the T-ations, and mate X could name, If I N u 
were not Four ſorts o 


| t. I yerily believe, that were | = ls Which 
J have nam d as conſtituti Body of the enquir'd of ſeparate- 
by, they would all Vote the Government into the hands of the Chutch of 

would 


t would the Fachepcif ſay, if *twere enquic'd of them by 8285 | 
Wie will you have to be King, 4 Prethyterian or 4 Charch of England A 
hey avg e W hk Genel ee 16 tee CR. 


ndation of an intire 
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the Difſtnters havi 
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to 
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fon to 


Bene of 


0 
beſt Hands it could be for the 


ties for Elections, would 


d, that it was already in 


are to be drawn 


wind themſel ves N the Magiſtrecy, eſpecially | 


- 


— 


8 
Her Self 


it ſeems indecent, that when the Crown indulges them, the pul 
pit ſhou d threaten them; that the ö A e them nal. 
=_ when the Gavernment tolerates from the Law; this Way of 
Gentlemen treating the Diſſenters, can have no ve, N but what 
looks diſloyal and diſreſpetul to the Queen, and maniteſtly turns to, their 
3% own Diſadvantrge, as to Character, and to the Diſadvantage ofthe Govern- 
* ment, whoſe undoubted Intereſt it is, to have a free and intire Love, and un- 
interrupted Confidence in all its Subjects. | ye 


— 


| | i S - 1 
Secondly, If this Doctrine be true, then the Diſſenters have been Ill man- 
1.5 and it is in the power of the Government to make them all Zealous, 

earty and Loyal to the preſent Eſtabliſhment, in every part of it, to make 
the Diſſentets caſte, and themſelves eaſie with them; and the Governing 

Power, yet 8 by a Right, but by a voluntary, true Conceſſion 

| of parties; That Diſſenters not only obey the prelent Authority, 
| | but choofe it, love it, and believe it to be the beſt, and the beſt for them 
| * and that if it were diſſoly d to Morrow, would be the firſt Men in the Na- 
tion to reſtore it to the very ſingle, undiyided poſture it now flouriſhes in, 
and to maintain it there. | 


The Queen world be ſerv'd with an undivided Loyalty, without 83 

ing themſelves who ſhall” come next; all parties will carneſtly pray, that 
ler Majeſty may continue lorig, and tlie Glory ſhe will obtain by bringing 

about ſo happy, ſo unexpected a Union of diyided partics, ſhall be 

4 m Ages yet do come, than all the Conqueſts of Her Armies, or the 
of this doubttul War. „ * 

It any ſhou d be ſo weak, as to ſay Her Majeſty does not deſire any ſuch 

| 2 2 Nod too abſard 9 10 Remark, yet it leads me 

8 Notice, t y, whatever He deſires, ; are ſome, 
People who certainly do not defire it. Py | | 


common 
| for them, comin in the Church; and fo no 
to promote the Government they eſ but alſo carry on the — ly 
paces + General, enn, . 


ct of every ſide 
| ie Dieners, 4 b | 4. toy bg Reſin to cot gl 
pretence of keeping gut 66, Gor would differve ublick 5 ral 8 
ver; for Where there is but one undivided" In 


can be no ſubſiſtance for Factions and parties. 1 2 pe = 


Wha then can # Diffſenter, as a Diſſenter, covet a ik Bak rnd 
for | "Tis kin, tis his Intereſt the Church party, ſhould have the Govern- 
ment, hat if twas in his Hands, or offer d to him, he could not 7 


what ne it, but would petition the Chu Poor gots. it agai 
he 'can 1 - - þ tou, bur to be ure: Gar pion jaokks 
Toleration and Eſtate. 


In order to his Neg ſtein ſecur d, there wants notkidg. der tber 
he Church party be fully ſati rie 
reremens, er of diſturb it, which withoor da to his own Intere 
m and the Oburch Mar being aſſur 25 this, can have 
e ee with ihe ee W or the dopetty of the 
Differiter weaken, becauſe be is a willing Subject, and, always. will be a 


100 20 to the Government, from he ira ceafons ot his N _ 
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our to reſtore ; and he that in- 


ion in the World, That there is no- 
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Quuruh, bat it annot be true of | 


the 

Church Profeſſion, but are really Enemies of both; Or, Secondly, 
That they are Mad men, bereav'd both of their Religious and Politick Senſes. 
We have had it Printed, with an Aſſurance I. have wondred at, that the 

moderate Members of the Church of Exg/and, call'd Low Church Men,are worſe 
in ee bly ſuch Men as 


than the Diſſenters; are hun ; offib 
are of that Opinion, would be as much d d it all Diſſerners ſhould- 
eonform, as if all the Moderate Church Men ſhould turn Diſſenters; 8 1 
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